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NCE upon atime methought I fet 

out upon along journey, and the 
ace through which I travelled appear- 
to be a dark Valley which was called 
be valley of Tears. It had obtained 
mis name not only on account of the 
any forrowful adventures which poor 
fengers commonly meet with iu their 
rney through it; but alfo becaufe 
ott of thefe Travellers entered it weep- 
» and crying, and left it in very great 
inand anguifh. This vatt valley was 
ll of people of all colours, ages, fizes, 
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) and defcriptions, But whether wiiffo 
or black, or tawney, all were traveffh 
i ling the fame road; or rather they weft 
1) taking different little paths which all l@ir 
tothe fame commonend. ~ ir 















i. Now it was remarkable that notwi 
i" ftanding the different complexions, ag 
) and tempers of this vait variety of pe 
1 ple, yet all refembled each other int 
: one refpe@t, that each had a burden 
i his back which he was deitined to car 
i through the toil and heat of the d@ 
4 until he fhould arrive by a longer 
a fhorter courfe at his journey’s e: 
) Thefe burdens would in general hafhak 
made the pilgrimage quite intolera)f th 
had not the Lord of the Valley, out Blfi 
: his great compaflion for thefe poor Pint 
grims, provided among other thingat 
the following means for their relief. li 
In their.full view over the e:trage 1 
of the Valley, there were written ffor 





great letiers the following words, les 
: d 

Bear ve one another's Burdens. Ha 

lon. 
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Now I faw in my vifon that mi 
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the ‘Travellers hurried on without 
‘igopping to read this iniiruction, aid 
hers, though they had ounce read it, 
et paid little or no atiention io it; A 
ird fort thought it very good advice 
other people, but very feldom apph- 
It to themfelves. in fhort I faw that 
bo many of thofe people were of opini- 
that they had burdens enough of their 
yn, andthat there was therefore no oc- 
fion to take upon them thoile of others; 
each tried to make his own load as 
‘mbt, and his own journey as plealant ' 
ts he could, without fo much as once ‘ 
iting a thought ona poor overloaded , 
Mighbour. Here however | have to 
ake a rather fingular remark, by which 
fhall plainly fhew the folly of thefe 
Bifith people. It was fo ordered and 
mtrived by the Lord of this valley, 
lat if any one ftretched out his hand 
lighten a neighbour’s burden, in fact 
never failed to find that he at that 
loment alfo lightened his own. Be- 
les, the obligation to help each other, 
d the benefit of doing fo were mutual. 
a man helped his neighbour it com- 
lonly happened that fome other neigh. 
| Mm 3 : 
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bours came by and by and helped hinggght 


in histurn; for their was no fuch thiy 
as what we call ¢zudependence in th 
whole Valley. Not one of all thef 
Travellers, however flout and ilrong 
could move on comfortably without a 
fiftance, for fo the Lord of the Valle 
whole laws were all of them kind an 
good, had expretsly ordained. 


I ftood ftill to watch the progrefs om 


thefe poor way-fariig people, who mo 
ved flowly on, like fo many Ticket-por 


ters, with burdens of various kinds om 


their backs; of which fome were heav! 
er, and fome were lighter, but from 


burden of one kind or other, not ong 


Traveller was entirely free. 


The Widow. 


A forrowfnl Widow, opprefled wit 
the burden of grief for the lofs of a 
afiectionate hufband, would have bee! 
bowed down by her heavy toad, had no 
the furvivine children with great alact 
ty itepped forward and fupported he 
‘Their kindneifs after a while, fo mud 
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ghtened the load which threatened at 
in@irit to be intolerable, that fhe even 
Ment on her way with chearfulnefs. 


The Husband. 


I next faw a poor old man tottering 
der a burden then fo heavy, that ] ex- 
ted him every moment to fink under 
.. I peeped into his pack, and faw it 
as made up of many fad articles; there 
as poverty, oppreflion, fickneis, debt, 
nd what made by far the heavieit part, 
Indutiful children. I was wondering 
ow it was he had got on even fo well 
s he did, till I fpied his wife, a kind, 
n@eek, Chriftian woman, who was doing 
er utmolt to affii him. She quietly 
it behind, gently laid her fhoulder to 
le burden} and carried a much larger 
oportion of it than appeared to me 
en I was at adiftance. She not on- 
ww fuftained him by her ftrength. but 
sm™meered him by her counfels. She told 
mm that “ through much tribulation 
ime mult enter into refl.”’? that “ he that 
vercometh fhall inherit all things,” 
fhort, fhe fo fupported his fainting 
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could not have got on at all, had it nq 


a a tek alice, 


woman almoft as poo? as herfelf; wht 
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fpirit, that he was enabled to “run wif 
patience the race that was tet befo, 
him.’ 


The kind Neighbour. 





An infitm blind woman was creepin ¢) 
forward with a very heavy burden, i 
which were packed ficknefs and wan 
with numbertets other of thofe raw mi 
terials, out of which human mifery 
worked up. She was fo weak that f 

















been far the kind affiftance of anoth@ 


though the had no light burden of he 
own, cheerfully lent an helping han 
to a fellow traveller who was ftill mot 
heavily laden. ‘This friend had indeé 
little or nothing to give, but the ve 
voice of kindnels is foothing to the wei 
ry. And I remarked in many other c 





fes, that it was not fo much tlie degr 


of the help atforded, as the manner 


helpingg that lightened the: burden 


Some had acoarfe, rough clumfy wa 
of affilting a neighbour, which, thougiw 
in faé&t it might be of real ufe, yet fecaw 


mr, 
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wif, by galling the Travellers, to add to 
10: load it was intended to. ligiten; 
tile I obferved in others that fo cheap 
kindnefs as a. mild word, or even an 
fectionate look made a_ poor burdeued 
retch move on cheérily. The bare 
Dingeeling that fome human being cared for 
1, mm, feemed to lighten the ‘oad. But 
‘ang return to this kind neighbour. She 
Mad alittle old book in her hand, the 
overs of which were worn out by much 
‘ file. When fhe faw the blind woman 








n@eady to faint fhe would read her a few 
thavords out of this book, fuch as the fol- 
vh piri 





or theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” 
am Bleffed are they that mourn, for they 
all be. comforted,” “I will never 
eave thee nor forfake thee.” “ For 
bur light affliction, which is but for a 
oment, worketh out for us a far more 


xceeding and eternal weight cf glory.” 







The Clergyman. 





A pious Minifter, finkine "under the 
weicht of a diftrefied parifh, whofe 
worldly wants he was totally unable te 
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bear, was fuddenly relieved by a go 
widow, who come up and took all t 
fick and hungry on her own fhoulde 
The burden of the parifh thus divide 
became tolerable. The Minifter, bei 
no longer bowed down by the tempor 
diftrefies of his people, applied himfe 
chearfully to his own part of the weigh 
And it was pleafant to fee how thoy 
two perfons, neither of them very fironmh 
or rich, or healthy, by thus kindly unfe; 
ting together, were enabled to bear t g] 
weight of a whole parifh ; though fing]; 

either of them mutt have funk under th e| 
attempt. And I remember one gredio 
grief-I felt during my whole journe] f 
was, that I did not fee more of this uni}, 
on and concurring kindnefs, by whiclhe 
all the burdens might have been fo eafi 
ly divided. It troubled me to obferv@ - 
that of all the laws of the Valley ther§ 
was not one more frequently broke), 
than the law of kindness. \ 
ne 
y 
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The Neg OCS. 


I now fpied a fwarm of poor black 
men, women and children, a ‘mattitad a 
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hich no man could number; thefe 
oaned, and toiled, and iweated, and 
ed under far heavier loads than I had. 
men. But for awhile no manhelped | 
rem; at length afew white travellers  ,| 
ere touched with the forrowful fighing | 
thofe millions, and very heartily 
id they put their hands to the burdens; 
ut their number was not quite equal to 
e work they had undertaken. I per- 
eived, however, that they wnever loft 
" tilicht of thofe poor heavy laden wretch- 
iglils and as the number of thofe generous 
elpers encreafed, I felt a comfortable 
re#lope, that before all the blacks got out 
neg the Valley, the whites would fairly 
uNifivide the burden, and the leads would 
niche effeCtually lightened. 
ali 
rve 





Among the travellers, [had occafion 
ler remark, that thofe who moft kicked 
kefind ftrugeled under their burdens, on- 
v made them fo much the heavier ; for 
heir fhoulders became extremely galled 
y thofe. vain firuggles. ‘he load, f 
orne patiently, would in the end have 
rned even to the advantage of the 
earers (for fo the Lord of the Valley 
Mm 5 
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(12) 
had kindly decreed) but as to theff 


grumblers they had all the {mart an 
none of the beiefit. But the thin 
which made all tiiele burdens feem 

very heavy was, tiat in every one wiih 
out exception, there was a certain inm 
pacquet, which moit ot the Travelle 
took pains to conceal, and carefull 
wrap up; and while they were forwar 
enough to complain of the other part o 
their burdens, few’ faid a word abo 
this; though in truth it was the preflin 
weight of ‘this secret pacguet which fe 
ved to render the general burden 1o i 
tolerable. in {pite of ail their cautio 
I contrived to get a peep atrit, I foungje 
in each that this pacquet had the famfl 
label; the word SIN was written on al . 
as a general title, and in ink fo blacifo 
that they could not wath it out. I obfre 
ferved that moft of them took no fmalfl 
pains to hide the writing; but I wae 
furprized to fee that they did not try 1 
get rid of the load but the label. If any 
kind friend who allified thefe peopie 174 
bearing their burdens, did but fo muciP} 
as hint at the secret pacguet, or advil 

them to get rid of it, they took ure aR 
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Mice, and commonly denied they. had 
ny fuch article in their portmanteau ; 
nd it was thole whole secret pacguet 
velled to the molt enormous fize, who 
olt ftoutly denied they had any. 


I faw with pleafure, however, that 
me who had long laboured heartily to 
et rid of this inward pacquet at length 
bund it much diminithed, and the more 
is pacquet fhrunk in fize, the lighter 
ingfas the other part of their burdens al- 


Then, methought, all at once, I 
eard a voice as it had been the voice 
f an angel, crying out and faying, 
Ye unhappy Pilgrims, why are ye 
roubled about the burden which ye 
fre doomed to bear through this Valley 
[ tears? Know ye not that as foon as 
rage fhall have efcaped out of this Valley, 
e whole burden fhall drop off, provi- 
ed ye neglect not to remove that in- 


. jpard weight of SIN which principally 


Soprefles you? Study then the whole 
Vill of the Lord of this Valley. Learn 
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burdens may now be leflened, and ho 
at laft it hall be removed for ever. } 
comforted. Faith and Hope may che 
you evenin this Valley. The paffag 
though it feems long to weary Trav 
lers, is comparatively fhort; for beyoi 
it there is a Land of everlafting Re 
where ye fhall hunger no more, neith 
thirft any more, where ye fhall be I 
by hving fountains. of water, and 3 
tears fhall be. wiped away from yo 
eyes.” 2 Z. 





















THE 


VALLEY OF TEARS. 


PART IL 


TOW I had a fecond vifion of what 
N was paffing in the Valley of Tears. 
lethought I faw again the fame kind of 
avellers whom I had feen in the former 
rt, and they were wandering at large 
rough the fame vaft wildernefs. At 
{tt fetting out on his journey, each 
raveller had afmall lamp fo fixed in 
s bofom that it feemed to make a part 
himfelf, but as this natural light did 
t prove to be fuffcient to direé&t them 
) the right way, the king of the coun- 
y, in pity to their wanderings and 
leir blindnefs, out of his gracious con- 
eicenfion promifed te give thefe poor 
ay-faring people an additional fupply 
Mim 8 
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of light from his own Royal Treafurg! 
But as he did not chufe to lavifh hfph 
favours where there feemedno difpofighr 
on to receive them, he would not belio 
any of his oil on fuch as did not thi§ 
it worth afking for.’ Ask and ye shi 
have, was the rule he laid down i 
them. Many were prevented from aifld 
ing through pride, for they thought thq@pe 
had light enough already, preferri 

the feeble glimmerings of their ov ] 
lamp to all the light from the kingy 
trealury. Yet it was obferved of thofe 
who rejected it, as thinking they h@r, 
enough, that hardly any acted up 
what even their own light fhewed the 
Others were deterred from afking, | 
cauie they were told that it not onfk 
pointed out the dangers and difficulti 
of the road but by a certain reflectiqhi 
power, it tur.ied inward on themfelvé 
and revealed to them ugly fights 
their own hearts, to which they rath 


























chofe to be blind : for thofe Travellaf 
chose darkness rather.than light, becaif[ec 
their deed; were evil. Now it was ‘eft 
markable that thefe two properties wefho 
infeparable, and that the lamp would @); 
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urg@ little outward ufe, except to thofe 
ho ufed it as an internal refleor. A 
fbreat and a promife alfo never failed to 
ccompany the offer of this light from 
qe king, a promife that to thofe who 

nproved what they had, more should be 
jven, and a threat that from those who 
ad not use it wisely, should be taken away 
wen what they bad. 








I obferved that when the road was ve- 
vy dangerous, when terrors and difficul- 
es and death befet the faithful travel- 
gr, then on their fervent importunity, 
e king voluntarily gave large and 
ountiful fupplies of light, fuch as in 
ommon featons never could have been 
wxpected; always proportioning the 
quantity given tothe neceflity of the 
fe, as their day was, such was their 
ght and strength. 





@ Though many chofe to depend entire. 
y on their own lamp, yet it was obfer- 
med that this lhght was apt to go out if 
#it to itfelf. it was eafily blown out by 
we we violent sults which were perpetu- 
Id Bly howling through the wildernefs, and 
M m 9 
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‘of them too accounted mien of firft ra 


them, at peinc out things which th 


bit .a fort of univerlal dfindman’s bi 
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indeed it was the natural tendency @t 
that. unwholelome atmofphere to extufhi 
guiih.it, juli as you have feen a cand 

go out when expofed to the vapours.anp] 
ioul air of adamp room. It was a m@e 
lancholy fight to jee multitudes of Trfre 
vellers heedleisly pacing on, boatti: 
they had light enough, and defpifing tl 
ofier of more. But what aftonithed 
molt of ail was, to fee m any, and fon 








wit, actu rahe buly in blowing out the 
own light, becaufe while any ipark 


it remained, it only lferved to tormie 





did not wilh to fee. And having on 
newu out their own light, they wefa: 
FLO nage an they had blown ont that fhe 

neighbour’s alfo; fo that a go@ 
vf wilderneis feemed to ex! 





aah el ideav ouring to catch his neig 


.. beur, while his own voluntary mee n 


expofed him to be caught himfelf, fla 
that. each was actually falli ng into 
inar € he was laying for another, tillfre 
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atch can,’ became the general cry, 
sroughout the wildernefs. 


Now lIiaw in my vifion, that there 
sere fome others who were bufy in 
frewing the moit gaudy flowers over 
imme Numerous bogs, precipices, and pit- 
lis, with which the wildernefs abound- 
, and thus making danger and death 
ok fo gay, that poor thoughtlefs crea- 
ires feemed to delight in their own de- 
Hruction. ‘Thoie pit-falls did not ap- 
ear deep or dangerous, becaufle over 
jem were raifed gay ediiices with allu- 
gog names, in which were finging men 
id finging women, and dancing, and 
aiting, and gaming, and drinking, 
d jollitv, and madnefs. But though 
ve {cenery was gay, the footing was 
found. The floors were full of helas’ 
iprough which the unthinking merry- 


e1ofakers were co! itinually finking. Some 


‘gambled through in the middle of a fo: 1g, 
i, any at the end of a feait, and though 


» there was many acup of intoxication 


reathed with flowers, yet there was al- 
ofays poifon at the bottom. But what 
spoit jurprized me was, that though no 
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day paft over their heads in which fome 
of thofe merry-makers did not drop 
through, yet their lois made litle im. 
preffion on thole who were left. Nay, 
infiead of being awakened to more cir. 
cum{pection and felf denial by the con. 
tinual dropping off of thofe about them, 
feveral of them feemed to borrow from 
thence an argument of a direct contra. 
ry tendency, and the very fhortuefs of 
the time was only urged as a reafon to 
ufe it more feduloufly for the indulgence 
in fenfual delights. Let us eat and drin} 


for to-morrow we die. Let us crown our. 


selves with rose-buds before they are 
withered. With thefe and a thoufand 
other fuch little mottos, the gay gar. 
lands of the wildernefs were decorated, 
Some admired poets were fet to work to 
put the molt corrupt fentiments into 
the moft harmonious tunes; thefe were 
fang without {cruple, chiefly indeed by 
the loofer fons of riot, but not feldom 


alfo by the more orderly daughters otf 


fobriety, who were not afhamed to fing 
to the found of inftruments, fentiments 
fo corrupt and immoral, that they would 
have blufhed to fpeak or read them; 
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but the mufic feemed to fanctify the cor- 
ruption, elpecially fuch as was con- 
nected with love or drinking 


Now I obferved that all the travellers 
who had fo much as .a {park of light 
left, feemed every now and then, as 
they moved onwards, to caft-an eye, 
though with very different degrees of 
attention, towards the happy land, which 
they were told lay at the end of their 
seaeeestle ; but as they could not fee very 
far forward, and as they knew there was 
adark and shadowy valley which mutt 
needs be crofled before they couid at- 
tain to the Lappy land, they tried to 
turn their attention from it as much as 
they could. The truth is, they were 
not luficiently apt to confult a map 
which the king had given them, and 
which pointed out the road to the happy 
land fo clearly, that the way-faring man 
though simple could not err. This map 
alfo defined very correily the bounda- 
ries of the happy land from the Jand of 
misery, both of which lay on the other 
fide of the dark and shadowy valley ; but 
fo many beacons and light-houfes were 
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erected, fo many clear and explicit di. 
rectious furniihed tor avoiding the one 
country and attaining the other, that it 
was not the kineg’s fault, 1f even one 
fingle Traveller got wrong. But I an 
inclined to think that in {fpite of the 

map, and the king’s word, and his of. 
fers of ailiftance to get them thither, 
that the Travellers in general did not 
heartily and truly believe after all, that 
there was any fuch country as the ap. 
py land ; or at, leaft the paltry and tran. 
fient pleafures of the wildernefs fo be. 
fotted them, the thoughts of the dark 
and shadowy valley fo frightened then, 
that they thought they fhould be more 
comfortable by banithing all thought and 
forecaft. 


Now I alfo faw in miy dream, that 
there were two roads through. the wil. 


dernefs, one of which every Traveller§ 


muit needs take. ‘The firft was narrow, 
and difficult and rough, but it was in 
fallibly fafe. It did not admit the ‘T’ra- 
veller - {tray either to the right hand 
or the left, yet it was far from being de- 
fiitute of real comforts or fober plea- 
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fures. The other was a dread and 
empting way, abounding with luxurious 
fruits and gaudy flowers to tempt the 
eye, and pleafe the appetite. ‘To for- 
get this dark valley, through which eve- 
ry Traveller was well affured he mutt 
one day pats, feemed indeed the obje& 
of general defire. ‘To this grand end, 
all that human ingenuity could invent 
was induftrioufly fet to work. The 
ravellers read, and they wrote, and 
they painted, and they fung, and they 
danced, and they drank as they went 


along, not fo much becaufe they all ca-* 


red for thefe things, or had any ‘veal | Joy 
inthem, as becaute this reftlefs aGtivity 
lerved % divert their attention from e- 
er being fixed on the dark and shadowy 
valley. 


phe king, who krew the thouchtlefs 
mper of the Travellers, and hew apt 


hey were to forget their journey’s end, : 


had thought of a thoufand little kind 
attentions to warn them of their dangers. 
And as we fometimes fee in our gardens 
written ona board in great letters, Br- 
WARE OF OPRING Guns—Man Trars 
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ARE SET HERE; fo had this king caufedi, 
to be written and fiuck up before thi, 
eyes of the Travellers, feveral like nom 
tices and cautions, fuch as Broad is th; 

way that leadeth to destruction—Ta/ 
heed lest ye also perish—Woe to them, 


‘that rise up early to drink wine—Thy 


pleasures of sin aré but for a season, ky 
Sueh were the notices direled to thi, 
broad-w..y ‘Travellers, but they were {io 
bufily engaged in plucking the flowe: fj, 
fometimes before they were blown, and 9 
in devouring the: fruits, often befor 
they were ripe, and in loading them 
felves with yellow clay, under thy; 
weight of which millions perifhed, tha 
they had no time fo much as to look 4 
the king’s directions. Many wen 
wrong becaufe they prefered a.merry 
journey to a fafe one, and were terrific 
by certain notices chiefly intended to 
the zarrow-way Travellers, {uch as 
shall weep and lament, but the work 
shall rejoice; but had thefe foolifh pec 
ple allowed themlelves time or patieuac 
to read to the end, which they feldo 
would do, they would have feen theif 
comfortable words added, Out your sof}, 
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ov shall be turned into joy, alfo, your 
wy no man taketh from you, and they 
pat sow in tears shall reap in joy. 


Now I alfo faw in my dream, that ma- 
y travellers who had a ftrong dread of 
nding at the Land af misery, walked 
pto the Strait Gate, hoping that though 
e entrance was narrow, yet if they 
ould once get in, the road would widen; 
ut what was their grief, when on look. 
g more clofely they faw written on 
e infide narrow is the way; this made 
em take fright, they compared the in- 
ription with which the whole way was 
ned, fuch as, be ye not conformed to 


wis world—deny yourselves, take up 


bur cross, with ail the tempting plea- 
res of the wildernefs. Some indeed 
ccolle€ted the fine defcriptions they 
ad read of the flappy Lana, the Gol- 
n City, and the Rivers of Pleasures, 
d they fighed: but then, thofe joys 
ere diftant, and from the faintnefs of 
eir light they foon got to think that 
hat was remote might be uncertain, 
Md while the prefent good increafed in 
ik by it’s nearnefs, the diftant good 
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receded, diminifhed,  difappeared 
"Their faith failed, they. would truft n 
farther than they could fee; they drey 
back and got into the Lread Way, v 
king a common but fad refuge in tb 
number and gaiety of their companion 
When thefe fgint-hearted people, wh 
vet had fet out well, turned back, thei 
light was quite put out, and then the 
became worfe than thole who had mat 
no attempt to get in. * For it is impo 
fible, that is, it is next to impoflibl 
for thofe who were once enlightene( 
and have tafted of the heavenly gil 
and the good word of God, and th 
powers of the world to come, if the 
fall away, to renew them again to r 
pentance.”’ 




















































A few honeft humble Traveilers 
naturally ftronger than the reift, b 
firenethened by their truft in the king 
/. word, came up by the light of the 
nb lamps, and meekly entered in at ¢ 
Strait Gate; as they advanced farihi 








they felt lefs heavy, and though the way 
did not in reality crow wider, yet i the 
grew reconciled to the narrownels of ff la 
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\ Me fpecially. when they faw the walls here 
nd there ftudded with cemain jewels 
alled promises, fuch as he that endureth 
»the enf shall be saved. And my grace 
sufficient for you. Some when they 
ere almoft ready to faint, were encou- 
wed by feeing that many niches in the 
arrow Way were filled with ftatues 
d pi€tures of Saints and Martyrs, 
ho had borne their teftimony at the | 
ake, that the Marrow Way was the | 
fe way ; and thefe Travellers, infltead i 
finking at the fight of the painted 
heel and gibbet, the {word and the fur- 
bce, were animated by thefe words 
hemritten under them, then that wear | 
@pite robes came out of great tribulation, , 
d be ye followers of those who, through 


ub and patience, inberit the promises. 














bain the mean time there came a great 
ng@mltitude of Travellers, all from Laedi- 
tha; this was the largeft party [had yet | 
Wn: thefe were neither Lot nor cold, 
rth@y would not give = future hope, 
.waey could not endure. prefent pain; 
ch@gthey contrived to Sephie them/felves 
of fancying that they refolved to keep 
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the happy land in view, yet that there 
mull uceds be many difierént vay 
wiich led to it, no doubt all equally 
fure. without being all equally rough gi 
fo they ict on ivot little contrivances t 
attain the end without ufiag the meangi, 
and foftened down the {pirit of the king’ 
directions to fit thein to their own pradiit 
tice. Sometimes they would fplit a di 
reclion in two, and only ule that haffifh 
which fuited them. For inftance, whem | 
they met with the following rule, Trugiffe 
in ihe Lord, and be doing good, thfe 
would take the firtt half, and make theafiira 
felves eafy with a general fort of truffhe 
that through the mercy of the king @Mor 
would go well with them, though th@fon 
themfelves. did nothing; and en the fifo 
ther hand, many made fure that a fate: 
good works of their own would do thalve 
bufinefs, and carry them fafely to tr. 
happy fand, though they did zot truf 
the Lord, nor sacs any faith in ly 
word. .Thus fome perifhed by a le p 
faith, and others by a working prigjfan 
A larze party of Pharisees now appemmlle 
ed, who had fo negleéted their lam the 
that they did not fee their way at@prtl 
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repouch they fancied themfelves to be 
yqgpll ot light; they kept up appearances 
lly well, as to delude others, and moft 
h@mfectually to delude themifelves with a 
‘t@iiction that they might be found in the 
n@ggght way at lait. In this dreadful de- 
gfpfion they went onto the end, and till 
agmey were finally plunged in the dark 
damalley, never difcovered the horrors 
valghici awaited them on the difmal fhore. 
heme was remarkable that while thefe Pha- 
rumfees were often boafting how bright 
eir light burnt, in ordér to get the 
raife of men, the humble travellers, 
hofe fteady light fhewed their good 
orks to others, refufed all commenda- 
on, and the brighter their light fhined 
efore men, fo much the more they in- 
f@mted that they ought to glorify not them- 
halves, but teir father which is in hea- 
m 2 









Hl now fet myfelf to obferve what was 
l@me particular lett, moleftation, and hin- 
ri@ance,-which obftru€ted particular Tra- 
oemeliers. in their endeavours to enter in 
am the Strait Gate. I remarked a huge 
t@rtly man who feemed defirous of get- 
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ting in, but he carried about him fucl, 
a valt provifion of bags full of gold, angi, 
had on fo many rich garments whic 
ftuffed him out fo wide, that though } 
pufhed and iqueezed, like one who hy 
really a mind to get in, yet he coul 
not poflibly do fo. Then ] heard 
voice crying, woe to him that loadei 
himself with thick clay. The poor mg 
felt fomethiag was wrong, and eve 
went fo far as to change fome of his mor 
cumberfome vanities into others whit 
feemed lefs bulky, but ilill he and hi 
pack were much too wide for the gar 
He would not however give up the mat 
ter fo eaftly, but began to throw away 
little of the coarfer part of his bagvacditt 
but fill | remarked that he threw awa 

nove of the vanities which lay near him 
heart. te tried acain, but it woul 

net do; fill his dimenfions were te 
lavge. He now looked np and re 
thefe words, “ how hardlv fhalt tho 
who have riches enter into the kingity 
dom of God.* The poor man fichaim t 
to find that it was impoffihle to enidf o 
his “I! of both worlds, and went cw@gttu 
sorrowing. If he ever afterwards caffith 
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thought towards the Aappy land, it 
as only to regret that the road which 
{to it was too narrow to admit any 
it the meagre children of want, who 
sre not fo encumbered. by wealth as to 
too big for the paflage. Had he read 
he would have feen that wit/ God all 
ings are possible. 


Another advanced with much confi- 
nce of fuccefs, for having little world- 
riches or honours, the gate did not 
om fo firait to him. He got to the 
efhhold triumphantly, andteemed to 
k back “with difdain on all that he 
squitting. He foon found, however, 
it he was fo bloated with pride, and 
fed out with felt fufhciency, that he 
uid not get in. Nav, he wasin a 
fle way than the rich man juff named; 
he was willing to throw away fome 
his, outward lugcage, whereas this 
n refufed to part with a grain of 
tvanity and felf-applanfe which made 
\ too bie for the wav. The fenfe of 
own worth fo fwelled him out. that. 
tuck faft in. the gateway. and could - 


Sither get in nor out, Finding now 
























(i 
that he muft cut off all thofe big 
thoughts of himfelf if he wifhed to lk 
reduced to luch a fize as to pafs the gate 
he gave up all thoughts of it. He icorn 
it ed that humility and felf-denial whicd 
i might have fhrunk him down to the pro 
per dimenfions ; the more he infilied o 
| his own qualifications for entrance, th 
i miore impoflible it came, for the bigge 
r he grew. Finding that he muft becom 
| quite another manner of man before |b 
if could hope to get in, he gave up th 
4 defire ; and I now faw that though whe 
| ~ he fet his face towards the dappy Iu 
; he could not get an inch forward, yé 
' the inftant he made a motion to tur 
back into the world, his fpeed becamfi 
: rapid enough, and he foon got back i 
to the broad way. he 
on 
rhe 
on 
ry 
Bhi 
ne 
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ot 
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Many, who for atime were ‘rougi 
down from their ufual bulk by fome: 
fiction, feemed to get in with ea 

“They now thought all their difficult 
ever, for having been furfeited with tl 

. world, during ‘heir late difappointme 
_Ithey turned their backs upon -it wi 


lingly enough,. A. fit of ficknefs pé 
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b@mmaps, Which is very apt to reduce, had 
teMmor a time browght their bed:es into fub- 
‘ngmection, fo that they were able jult to 
cmeet in at the gateway; but as foon as 
rmpealth and {pirits returned, the way 
gmrew Narrower and narrower to them; 
th@mney could not get on but turned thort, 
geémmand got back into the world. J ifaw ma- 
may attempt to enter who were {itopt 
‘hhort by alarge burden of worldly cares; 
th@™@thers by aload of idolatrous attach- 
hem™ments; but 1 obferved that nothing pro- 
igged a more complete bar than that vafk 
yapundie of prejudices with which multi- 
uf™ucdes were loaded. Others were fa- 
mmally obftructed by loads of bad habits 
im hich they would not lay down, though 

hey knew it prevented their entrance. 

ome few, however, of mot defcriptions, 
gimbo nad kept their lignt alive by craving 
-@monttant fupplies from the. king’s trea- 
almmry, got through at lalt: by a frength 
lu@@hich they felt not to be their own. 
tine poor man, whe carried the largett 
et™undle of bad habits I had feen, could 
wigot get on a liep; he never. ceafed how- 
pamver, to implore for light enough to fee 

here hig mifery lay, he threw. .down 
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one of his bundies, then another, ha 
all to little purpofe, {till he could nae 
ftir. At laft striving as if in ago! 
(which is the true way of entering; |x 
threw down the heavieit article in h 
pack ; this was se/fishness, the poor fim 
low felt relieved at on¢é, his lig 
burnt brightly and the reft of his pagmis 
was as nothing. | 
. Bi 
Then I heard a great noife as of cag 
penters at work. I looked what thay 
might be, and faw many fturdy trav 
lers, who finding they were too bull@@e: 
to get through, took it into their heagy 
not to reduce themfelves, but to widé 
the gate; they hacked on this fide a 
hewed onthat; but all their hackis 
and hewing, and hammering, was to! 
purpofe, they got only their labour { 
their pains; it was poflible they mi 
have reduced themfelves, but they co 
not widen the way. 











* What grieved me moit was to obfer 
that many who had got on fuccefsful 
a good way, now ftopped to reft, and 
admire their own progrefs. While thf! 
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Bre thus valuing themfelves on their 
na@mainments, their Hight diminifhed. 
gmnile thefe were boafting how far they 
d left others behind, who had fet out 
i earlier, fome flower Travellers, 
jq™mofe beginning had not been fo pro- 
idggfing, but who had walked carefully, 
vaggw out {tripped thems Thefe laft walk- 
“not as though they had already 
Mained, but this one thing they did, 
cumgetting the things which were behind 
they pufhed forward toward the mark 
we the prize of their high calling.” 
ulefe, though naturally weak; yet, dy 
eine aside every weight, finifhed the 
id@me that was fet before them. ‘Thofe 
. amo had kept their light burning, who 
kine Zot wise in their own conceit, who 
tom their help on one that is mighty, who 
r i chosen to suffer affliction rather than 
nigmetjoy the pleasures of sin, came at 
coueth to the Lappy land. They had ine 
the dark and shadowy valley to 
$; but even there they found a rod 
fera @ Staff to comfort them. Their 
sul tnftead of being put out by the 
nd@ps of the valley of the thadow of 
> th, .often burnt with added bright- 
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| 
| nefs. Some indeed fuffered the tern 
| of a fhort eclipfe; but even then th 
light,. like thatof a dark lanthorn, y 


, not put out; it. was only hid for 
if while, and even thelfe often finif, 
Wt their courfe with joy.. But be that a 
ie might, the initant they reached 


li 9 Happy Land, all tears were wiped {ig 
i their eyes, and the King himfelf ~ 
ih farth and welcomed them into his) 
i fence, and put a crown upon 1 
heads, with thefe words, Well 
good and faithful servant, enter thouit 


te the joy of thy LORD. 
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